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The Southtown Alliance has commissioned Peter Stieler of Fairview Publishing to produce a
Southtown Community Directory. An inclusive list of Southtown businesses will be in this
resource guide. Mr. Stieler will be contacting Southtown businesses with special opportunities to
have your business spotlighted. This is an excellent opportunity to highlight your business and
broaden your customer base. The directory should be printed and distributed to businesses, resi-
dents and visitors in Southtown by July 2008.
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Madison Square Corridor Improvement District

New legislation was recently passed to allow Corridor Improvement Districts (CID’s), a form of
tax increment financing, to be used in neighborhood business districts. This tool allows for the
capture of some of the taxes that property owners are already paying to be used to improve their
districts. Examples of how funds can be spent include: streetscape improvements, cooperative
marketing, and building public and social spaces. Neighborhood Ventures is forming a steering
committee to utilize this tool along Madison Avenue. Property owners, business owners and
community stakeholders will be asked to participate in the formation process.
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Southtown Retail Properties Available for Lease

T

950 Wealthy St

Grubb & Ellis
(616) 774-3500

1316-1318 Madison Ave
Silveri Company
(616) 949-6168

Brownstone Properties
753 Eastern SE
(616) 617-8452
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Upcoming Dales: Mark your Calendar !
I |
| Southtown Clean-Ups,
! See below SU/M |TU| W |TH|FR|SA| '
| 9 014 01 I
I Southtown Alliance 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 |
General Meeting,
| Fair Housing Center, 20 Hall S.E. 8 9 10 1 1 12 &$ 14 :
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| Free Business Consultations with
I SCORE, Call for Appointments, 22 123 * 25 126 (27 |28 |
NV Offices, 949 Wealthy S.E. I
P TR 29 (30 :
I Crime Prevention for Businesses I
| and Residents, <+ , 14 , 1
| Adams Park Apartments Crime Prevention for Businesses and |
I 1440 Fuller S.E. Residents, South East Community |
“ 9 014 01 Assoc, 1408 Madison S.E. I
I Corridor Improvement District . , I
| Steering Committee, ho 1 10 ) - ¢
I Browning Claytor Health Center 3+ /0 3 0 ,0 /7,0 |
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Neighborhood Spring (lean-Ups :
Spring is here! Do you want to make an impact on your community in just a |
few hours? Interested in helping the environment? Its’ time for a spring clean-up I
of our neighborhood business districts. Let’s help keep our districts attractive for I
customers and the community! AmeriCorps member Rebekka Kwast is
organizing spring clean-ups for the Boston Square and Madison Square business I
districts on <+ ! . l
Volunteers are needed! Volunteers are welcome and needed. Also, food |
and water donations are needed for the volunteers. This is a great way for |
business staff, individuals and organizations to get involved with the community |
while beautifying neighborhood business districts. You can help by making a I
special effort to clean-up around your own business that day and let us know of I
volunteers willing to help.
z)  June 13,2008 |
0 =+0  10:00am-12:30pm, meeting in Duthler’s parking lot, corner |
of Madison and Hall SE I
] & =+0  1:30pm-3:00pm, meeting in Modern Hardware’s parking
' lot, 1500 Kalamazoo SE I
|
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Southtown Business Profile: Starr Image Beauty Salon

In the heart of the Franklin/Eastern business district, a “Starr” shines: Starr
Image Beauty Salon! Owner, Kanika Starr Reynolds, has been in business for
over three years and employs four contractual stylists. Initially, the salon
started as a sister business to Ernie’s Barber Shop, which is owned by Ernie
Reynolds, Kanika’s husband.

As the business grew in popularity, it was logical to relocate for more
space. In seeking a new location, Kanika considered maintaining her
community customer-base and traffic patterns while increasing clientele. In
2004, she found a location in Southtown’s Franklin/Eastern business district, Kanika Starr Reynolds, Owner,
which is located at 505 Eastern S.E., just 4 blocks north of Ernie’s Barber shop. Starr Image Beauty Salon

Kanika is also an active member of Messiah Missionary Baptist Church,
which is located just west of the salon. The Eastern location was deemed perfect
for current clientele, attracting new clients, keeping close to family and continuing
with community involvement.

Kanika has a passion for her community: “| love it here in Southtown’s Starr Image Beauty Salon
Franklin/Eastern business district. | am able to service the community that | have 505 Eastern S.E.

. . . . ) Grand Rapids, Ml 49503
a passion for...l not only have gained new clients, | have also gained lasting and
beneficial friendships.” For Appointments:

Starr Image Beauty Salon offers hair designs for all cultures, specializing (616) 437-3004
in African American Hair. Services include hair design, braiding, coloring,
extension and chemical treatment. The salon also provides hair care maintenance
to condition and keep your hair looking healthy and beautiful.

Hours:
Tuesday-Friday: 10am-6pm
Saturday: 8am-4pm

Open lor Business: Shop Southtown!

Lunch at Dine at
7 7 "#H#)/6 @ 3 0 10 0+ 0
743 S. Division, GR, Ml 1627 S. Division, GR, Ml
Chicken, Ribs, Fish & more Mexican Cuisine
(616) 241-6700 (616) 475-7793
Welcome Shop for accessories at
5/0 2/ # +/6 7 ) (0 06
46 Hall S.E., GR, Ml 813 Franklin S.E., GR, Ml
Automotive Repair Accessory Store: Phones to Sunglasses
(616) 243-8680 (616) 452-3888
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Neighborhood Ventures’ Southtown Renaissance Project (SRP)

& , 2 non-profit organization, has launched the Southtown Renaissance Project (SRP) to aide
the revitalization efforts of the Southtown business districts. It is part of a larger collaborative effort to grow and improve the
neighborhood called the Southtown NRSA, which includes 7 community partners. Services offered by Neighborhood Ventures
through the SRP include:

% & $ @ # #E P $ # Free business assessments and consulting for
business management, finance, startup, relocation and improvements for current or perspective neighborhood business
owners or commercial building owners.

z # #  Clinics held with architects to provide neighborhood business owners or commercial building own-
ers with architectural designs for their facades at low costs.

%BH % 5 %BBS : $ Neighborhood business owners or commercial building owners can receive up
to $4,000 in grant monies for exterior renovations & improvements to commercial buildings.

# 4 T > $ Loans from $5,000 to $50,000 for leasehold improvements, building/capital improvements,
equipment purchases, start-up costs, marketing & advertising, accounting & legal fees for neighborhood business owners or
commercial building owners; a Mercantile Bank & Neighborhood Ventures joint venture.

# $ 4T %% Quarterly clean-ups held in business districts to beautify commercial areas.
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